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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building is representative of Brutalist architecture, a post-1945 style.
Its massiveness, rough surfaces and windows treated like holes or voids in
solid walls are elements of this style. The building is constructed of
pre-fabricated concrete slabs with a coarse finish. The front facade is
divided into four sections, each defined by a staggering of building heights.
The entranceway of glass doors encased in metal, a cantilevered metalic

roof and set back second floor has a feeling of lightness surrounded by

heavy solid planes. It also has a horizontal orientation contrasting with
the walls sloped perpendicular to the street. The walls project outwards
along the sides providing an upwards thrust and top-heavy appearance. To
the left of the entranceway is a tower facade about three stories in height.
It is devoid of decorative treatment on the front except for the identifi-
cation lettering of the building. Two vertical windows are positioned along
the top of the side tower facade with a large metal geometrical cross rising
above the roof lines. The end front facades are similar. Both are solid
planes with jagged sides and little decoration. Three vertical stained glass
windows recessed into a smooth concrete surround punctuates the left end
facade. A corner stone is positioned on the right end facade.

The Dolphin Street facade is not as heavily weighted as the front facade on
Pennsylvania Avenue. It has large window openings, toothing along the roof
and four slightly projecting piers, relieving the solidness of the facade.
The roof lines are not sloping.

The building is set back from the street. It has no landscaping and a paved
asphalt surface.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is one of the modern new buildings along Pennsylvania Avenue.
While it makes little attempt to fit in with older architecture in the
community, the building is surrounded by newer structures and has become
part of the "new Pennsylvania Avenue'", However, the fifteen foot wide
sidewalk of paved surface and trees proposed by planners has not yet been
impleniented. The street has a barren appearance.
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